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Reasonable Balance  
Court Right to Uphold Filter Law  
 
 
 
    THE SUPREME Court made the proper ruling in reinstating a 2000 federal law requiring public 
libraries to install anti-pornography filters or give up their federal funding.  
 
    The American Library Association and civil liberties groups argued the filters, which are 
intended to keep porn and other improper material from children, amount to censorship. The 
Supreme Court, describing pornography in libraries as a serious problem, ruled 6-3 that the 
technology doesn’t violate the First Amendment even though it blocks access to some legitimate 
Web sites.  
 
    The principal author of the law was Rep. Ernest Istook, RWarr Acres, who said the government 
has spent millions to improve Internet access for public libraries. He also said the law "doesn’t 
censor anything, but it does refuse to subsidize pornography that’s aimed at kids."  
 
    Four justices said Istook’s law was constitutional. Two others said the law was OK as long as 
libraries disable the filters for patrons who ask. Oklahoma City has shown that such an approach 
can work.  
 
    Two years ago, library commissioners voted to require filters on the more than 400 computers 
in the Metropolitan Library System. But adults who are denied access to legitimate sites can get 
there with help from librarians. Spokesman Scott Carter said there have been only a handful of 
complaints in the two years the policy has been in effect.  
 
    The main Supreme Court ruling said libraries that wish to offer unfiltered access "are free to do 
so without federal assistance." In their separate concurring opinions, two justices said the burden 
of making library patrons ask for a filter to be disconnected is outweighed by the government’s 
interest in protecting kids from inappropriate material.  
 
    We agree, but suggest libraries that aren’t already doing so post signs or take other measures 
to let adult patrons know they can get help with their Web searches. Doing so would help ensure 
that patrons get the information they need instead of walking away frustrated or confused. 


